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"The first book in Bishop's Tate McCoy series will have readers eager to hear more from her pragmatic,
sarcastic, yet sweet 16-year-old heroine. Tate's ability to compartmentalize her fears and emotions, her
attempts to preserve her optimism through small gestures, and the tension and mystery surrounding the crime
make Bishop's debut an introspective page-turner."
—Publishers Weekly

"Yet another tale of a plucky girl who overcomes the obstacles—but this one floats."
—Kirkus Reviews

"What a fine book! My So-Called Ruined Life takes you on a hard walk through a difficult subject, yet is full
of sweetness and humor. Tate McCoy is a keeper, and so is her best friend, Kale. I felt like I was right there
during their conversations and excursions, and found Tate’s reflections on her life and painful situation
deeply meaningful. Tate is a kid who prevails, her humanity fully intact."
—Kathleen Jeffrie Johnson, author of Target, and The Parallel Universe of Liars

"Readers will fall in love with brave and funny Tate McCoy in this powerful and heartfelt debut about
human fallibility. One of the truest characters I've had the good luck to discover in YA recently."
—Beth Ann Bauman, author of Jersey Angel and Rosie and Skate

“Melanie Bishop is not afraid to address tough issues—from unspeakable violence to dysfunctional family
relationships—with realistic details and hit-you-in-the-gut emotion. The plot gracefully unfolds to a stunning
climax that forces the characters—and readers—to reconsider the nature of love, justice, and forgiveness.”
—Christine Seifert, author of The Predicteds

Tate McCoy has not spoken to her alcoholic mother in two years when her mom is murdered. If this were not
enough to endure at age sixteen, Tate has to face the fact that her father is the prime suspect. Convinced of
his innocence, and of her own resilience, she sets out to prove her life is not ruined. Amid this life-shattering
tragedy, Tate takes up swimming and finds solace in her best friend Kale, volunteer work, the great outdoors,
and a new crush. But after discovering a horrible secret, Tate questions everything she thought she knew
about her parents. This is the first book in the Tate McCoy series.

Melanie Bishop writes fiction, nonfiction, and screenplays, and has taught all of these subjects for the past
twenty-one years at Prescott College in Arizona where she is founding editor of Alligator Juniper, Prescott's
award-winning national literary magazine. Bishop divides her time between Prescott, Arizona, and Carmel,
California.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Roth:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this My So-Called Ruined Life (Tate
McCoy Series) book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the data in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Donna Barragan:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to
beach, or picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the publication untitled My So-Called Ruined Life (Tate McCoy Series)
can be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Steven Bourg:

This My So-Called Ruined Life (Tate McCoy Series) is brand-new way for you who has attention to look for
some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you
know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this My So-Called Ruined Life (Tate McCoy
Series) can be the light food for you because the information inside this book is easy to get by anyone. These
books create itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book form. People
who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is
absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for
an individual. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book style for your better life as well as knowledge.

Kerry Giles:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
or make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or
real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As
we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this My So-Called Ruined Life (Tate McCoy Series) can make
you experience more interested to read.
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