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A reconsideration of the relationship between fieldwork and anthropological knowledge.

The Encounter Never Ends offers a thoughtful meditation on the relationship between fieldwork and
anthropological knowledge through the analysis of Tamil ritual practice in a South Indian village. Isabelle
Clark-Decès revisits field notes taken more than fifteen years earlier, and reveals what she intended when she
took the notes, what she came to understand and record, and why she proceeded to ignore her ethnography
until recently. Returning to these notes with fresh eyes and matured experience, Clark-Decès gains insight
into Tamil rural society that complicates anthropological analyses of the Indian village. She realizes that the
village she lived in was neither a community nor a “system” but rather a loose hodgepodge of caste groups
and advises that the social order is not necessarily the best place to start looking for important insights into
the ways in which cultures construe ritual action. Drawing on the recent work of Don Handelman to discuss
the two Tamil ritual complexes recovered from her field notes, a drought “removal” ritual and a post-funeral
ceremony, the author shows how they articulate complex notions regarding knowledge, reflexivity, and
action. Throughout, the author shares her own story, including the mixture of frustration and fascination she
felt while conducting fieldwork, illustrating how extraordinarily difficult ethnographic description is.

Isabelle Clark-Decès is Associate Professor of Anthropology at Princeton University and the author of No
One Cries for the Dead: Tamil Dirges, Rowdy Songs, and Graveyard Petitions and Religion Against the Self:
An Ethnography of Tamil Rituals.
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From reader reviews:

Velda Thornley:

The book The Encounter Never Ends: A Return to the Field of Tamil Rituals (SUNY series in Hindu
Studies) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave a very
important thing like a book The Encounter Never Ends: A Return to the Field of Tamil Rituals (SUNY series
in Hindu Studies)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give
many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge
or data that you take for that, you could give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The
Encounter Never Ends: A Return to the Field of Tamil Rituals (SUNY series in Hindu Studies) has simple
shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide
open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Richard Stratton:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare
time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question because just their
can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from
on jardín de infancia until university need this The Encounter Never Ends: A Return to the Field of Tamil
Rituals (SUNY series in Hindu Studies) to read.

Michael Albright:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this
The Encounter Never Ends: A Return to the Field of Tamil Rituals (SUNY series in Hindu Studies).

Jessie Adams:

This The Encounter Never Ends: A Return to the Field of Tamil Rituals (SUNY series in Hindu Studies) is
great publication for you because the content that is full of information for you who all always deal with
world and still have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using great
coordinate word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can
have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tough core information



with attractive delivering sentences. Having The Encounter Never Ends: A Return to the Field of Tamil
Rituals (SUNY series in Hindu Studies) in your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is
not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen second right but this
book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?
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