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A fascinating and original portrait of the escaped-slave refugee camps and how they shaped the course
of emancipation and black citizenship.

By the end of the Civil War, nearly half a million slaves had taken refuge behind Union lines, in what
became known as "contraband camps." These were crowded, dangerous places, yet some 12-15 percent of
the Confederacy's slave population took almost unimaginable risks to reach them, and they became the first
places Northerners came to know former slaves en masse. Ranging from stories of individuals to those of
armies on the move to the debates in Congress, Troubled Refuge probes what the camps were really like and
how former slaves and Union soldiers warily united there. This alliance, which would outlast the war, helped
to destroy slavery and ward off the surprisingly tenacious danger of re-enslavement. But it also raised
unsettling questions about the relationship between American civil and military authority, and reshaped the
meaning of American citizenship, to the benefit as well as the lasting cost of African-Americans.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Cinthia Beltran:

In other case, little persons like to read book Troubled Refuge: Struggling for Freedom in the Civil War. You
can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know about how is important any
book Troubled Refuge: Struggling for Freedom in the Civil War. You can add expertise and of course you
can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can understand everything! From
your country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple factor until wonderful
thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even searching by internet product. It is
called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Keith Cochran:

This Troubled Refuge: Struggling for Freedom in the Civil War are usually reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Troubled Refuge: Struggling for Freedom in
the Civil War can be one of many great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple
reading food but feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This
book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book
and printed ones. Beside that this Troubled Refuge: Struggling for Freedom in the Civil War forcing you to
have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful
in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Candice Foushee:

This book untitled Troubled Refuge: Struggling for Freedom in the Civil War to be one of several books that
will best seller in this year, that's because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You
will easily to buy that book in the book retail store or you can order it through online. The publisher with this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this publication from your list.

Betty Callahan:

This Troubled Refuge: Struggling for Freedom in the Civil War is great publication for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and also have to make decision
every minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can point out no
rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't
mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having Troubled Refuge: Struggling for Freedom in the Civil War in your hand like having the
world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer you world within ten or
fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do
you still doubt that will?
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