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"My favorite popular word book of the year"
-William Safire, NY Times 6/22/2008

A fun, new approach to examining etymology!

Many common English words started out with an entirely different meaning than the one we know today.
For example:

The word adamant came into English around 855 C.E. as a synonym for 'diamond,' very different from
today's meaning of the word: "utterly unyielding in attitude or opinion."

Before the year 1200, the word silly meant "blessed," and was derived from Old English saelig, meaning
"happy." This word went through several incarnations before adopting today's meaning: "stupid or foolish."

In Semantic Antics, lexicographer Sol Steinmetz takes readers on an in-depth, fascinating journey to learn
how hundreds of words have evolved from their first meaning to the meanings used today.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Cary Burgess:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Semantic
Antics: How and Why Words Change Meaning? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You already know
beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you
agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Tammy Crider:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great and important the book Semantic Antics: How and Why
Words Change Meaning. All type of book can you see on many sources. You can look for the internet
options or other social media.

Ricardo Boddie:

The feeling that you get from Semantic Antics: How and Why Words Change Meaning is the more deep you
digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to know but Semantic Antics: How and Why Words Change Meaning giving you
joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood simply
by anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book
also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go to you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this specific Semantic Antics: How and
Why Words Change Meaning instantly.

Wendell Nadeau:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just looking for the Semantic Antics: How and Why Words Change Meaning when you essential
it?
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