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"What has cast such a shadow upon you?"
"The Negro."

With its intense mix of mystery, adventure, and a surprise ending, Benito Cereno at first seems merely a
provocative example from the genre Herman Melville created with his early best-selling novels of the sea.
However, most Melville scholars consider it his most sophisticated work, and many, such as novelist Ralph
Ellison, have hailed it as the most piercing look at slavery in all of American literature.

Based on a real life incident—the character names remain unchanged—Benito Cereno tells what happens
when an American merchant ship comes upon a mysterious Spanish ship where the nearly all-black crew and
their white captain are starving and yet hostile to offers of help. Melville's most focused political work, it is
rife with allusions (a ship named after Santo Domingo, site of the slave revolt led by Toussaint L'Ouverture),
analogies (does the good-hearted yet obtuse American captain refer to the American character itself?), and
mirroring images that deepen our reflections on human oppression and its resultant depravities.

It is, in short, a multi-layered masterpiece that rewards repeated readings, and deepens our appreciation of
Melville's genius.

The Art of The Novella Series

Too short to be a novel, too long to be a short story, the novella is generally unrecognized by academics and
publishers. Nonetheless, it is a form beloved and practiced by literature's greatest writers. In the Art Of The
Novella series, Melville House celebrates this renegade art form and its practitioners with titles that are, in
many instances, presented in book form for the first time.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Partee:

In other case, little persons like to read book Benito Cereno (The Art of the Novella). You can choose the
best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how is important some sort of book Benito
Cereno (The Art of the Novella). You can add expertise and of course you can around the world with a book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you
will find yourself known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we
are able to open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you
feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's study.

Sharon Novick:

The book Benito Cereno (The Art of the Novella) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book
you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research
previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after looking over
this book.

George Kirby:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Benito Cereno (The Art of the Novella)
book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be understand by
anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill
only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism Benito Cereno (The Art of the Novella) as
good book not simply by the cover but also by content. This is one book that can break don't judge book by
its deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth
sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Miranda Wenger:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Benito Cereno (The Art of the Novella) was
vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Benito Cereno (The Art of the Novella)
has many kinds or type. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can
read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored,
any it offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like
reading that.
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