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In 1352 King Edward III had expanded the legal definition of treason to include the act of imagining the
death of the king, opening up the category of "constructive" treason, in which even a subject's thoughts might
become the basis for prosecution. By the sixteenth century, treason was perceived as an increasingly serious
threat and policed with a new urgency. Referring to the extensive early modern literature on the subject of
treason, Imaginary Betrayals reveals how and to what extent ideas of proof and grounds for conviction were
subject to prosecutorial construction during the Tudor period. Karen Cunningham looks at contemporary
records of three prominent cases in order to demonstrate the degree to which the imagination was used to
prove treason: the 1542 attainder of Katherine Howard, fifth wife of Henry VIII, charged with having had
sexual relations with two men before her marriage; the 1586 case of Anthony Babington and twelve
confederates, accused of plotting with the Spanish to invade England and assassinate Elizabeth; and the
prosecution in the same year of Mary, Queen of Scots, indicted for conspiring with Babington to engineer
her own accession to the throne.

Linking the inventiveness of the accusations and decisions in these cases to the production of contemporary
playtexts by Udall, Shakespeare, Marlowe, and Kyd, Imaginary Betrayals demonstrates how the emerging,
flexible discourses of treason participate in defining both individual subjectivity and the legitimate Tudor
state. Concerned with competing representations of self and nationhood, Imaginary Betrayals explores the
implications of legal and literary representations in which female sexuality, male friendship, or private letters
are converted into the signs of treacherous imaginations.
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From reader reviews:

James Johnson:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Imaginary Betrayals: Subjectivity
and the Discourses of Treason in Early Modern England (Middle Ages Series) is our recommendation so you
keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

James Jones:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Imaginary Betrayals: Subjectivity and
the Discourses of Treason in Early Modern England (Middle Ages Series), it is possible to enjoy both. It is
very good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen
its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Christopher Levi:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Imaginary Betrayals: Subjectivity and the
Discourses of Treason in Early Modern England (Middle Ages Series) as well as others sources were given
knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel would like to read more and
more. Science publication was created for teacher or even students especially. Those ebooks are helping
them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Imaginary Betrayals:
Subjectivity and the Discourses of Treason in Early Modern England (Middle Ages Series) to make your
spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Manuel Pina:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the Imaginary Betrayals: Subjectivity and the Discourses of Treason in Early Modern England
(Middle Ages Series) when you desired it?
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