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A genteel southern intellectual, saloniste, and wife to a prominent colonel in Jefferson Davis’s inner circle,
Mary Chesnut today is remembered best for her penetrating Civil War diary. Composed between 1861 and
1865 and revised thoroughly from the late 1870s until Chesnut’s death in 1886, the diary was published first
in 1905, again in 1949, and later, to great acclaim, in 1981. This complicated literary history and the
questions that attend it—which edition represents the real Chesnut? To what genre does this text
belong?—may explain why the document largely has, until now, been overlooked in literary studies.

Julia A. Stern’s critical analysis returns Chesnut to her rightful place among American writers. In Mary
Chesnut’s Civil War Epic, Stern argues that the revised diary offers the most trenchant literary account of
race and slavery until the work of Faulkner and that, along with his Yoknapatawpha novels, it constitutes one
of the two great Civil War epics of the American canon. By restoring Chesnut’s 1880s revision to its
complex, multidecade cultural context, Stern argues both for Chesnut’s reinsertion into the pantheon of
nineteenth-century American letters and for her centrality to the literary history of women’s writing as it
evolved from sentimental to tragic to realist forms.
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From reader reviews:

Eva Dawson:

The experience that you get from Mary Chesnut's Civil War Epic is a more deep you looking the information
that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is
hard to recognise but Mary Chesnut's Civil War Epic giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys
their point in certain way that can be understood through anyone who read the item because the author of this
reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is
therefore easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having this specific Mary Chesnut's Civil War Epic instantly.

Edward Salazar:

The particular book Mary Chesnut's Civil War Epic has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you
can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author. This articles author makes some
research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can find the point easily after
reading this book.

Steven Purdy:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Mary Chesnut's Civil War Epic provide you with a new experience in examining a book.

Scott Burnett:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book Mary Chesnut's Civil War Epic was
colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Mary Chesnut's Civil War Epic
has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can
read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any
it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading
this.
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