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Whether we regard it as the collected inscriptions of an earlier oral tradition or as the divinely authored
source text of liturgical ritual, the Bible can be understood as a sacred performance text, a framework for an
instructional theater that performs the shared moral and ethical values of a community. It’s not surprising,
then, that playwrights have turned to the Bible as a source for theatrical adaptation. Biblical texts have
inspired more than 100 Broadway plays and musicals, ranging from early spectacles like Ben-Hur (1899) to
more familiar works such as Godspell and Jesus Christ Superstar. What happens when a culture’s most
sacred text enters its most commercial performance venue?

Playing God focuses on eleven financially and/or critically successful productions, as well as a few notable
Broadway flops that highlight the difficulties in adapting the Old and New Testaments for the stage. The
book is informed by both performance studies and theater history, combining analysis of play-scripts with
archival research into the actual circumstances of production and reception. Biblical plays, Henry Bial
argues, balance religious and commercial considerations through a complex blend of spectacle, authenticity,
sincerity, and irony. Though there is no magic formula for a successful adaptation, these four analytical
lenses help explain why some biblical plays thrive while others have not.
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From reader reviews:

Allen Scheiber:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book Playing God: The Bible on the
Broadway Stage. All type of book is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for the internet
resources or other social media.

Carolyn Walton:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Playing God: The Bible on the Broadway Stage book is readable by simply
you who hate those straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading
experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer
associated with Playing God: The Bible on the Broadway Stage content conveys the thought easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different in
the form of it. So , do you continue to thinking Playing God: The Bible on the Broadway Stage is not
loveable to be your top record reading book?

Joan Toon:

This book untitled Playing God: The Bible on the Broadway Stage to be one of several books that will best
seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will
easily to buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher of this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this book from your list.

David Yoon:

The particular book Playing God: The Bible on the Broadway Stage will bring that you the new experience
of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to
read, this book very suited to you. The book Playing God: The Bible on the Broadway Stage is much
recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to
read the book.
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