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“Charlie’s Place” is the true story of the Ku Klux Klan's violent attempt in South Carolina in the post World
War II years to stop dirty dancing and kill the emerging black music behind it—rhythm & blues.

Author Frank Beacham describes how a handful of adventurous young black & white dancers—with the help
of a fearless black nightclub owner—risked life and limb in an era of racial segregation to create a bold new
dance and an enduring Southern musical legacy.

The story evolved from a series of recorded interviews by the Beacham with many of the key figures
credited with the creation of South Carolina’s state dance, the shag, and the state’s music, a sub-genre of
rhythm and blues now called Carolina “beach music.”

Most of these interviews are included in this interactive, multimedia book, which not only features many of
the first generation Hall of Fame Shaggers, but industry figures like Jerry Wexler of Atlantic Records,
WLAC DJ “Hoss” Allen, Bill Pinkney, co-founder of the Drafters, Maurice Williams of the Zodiacs and
beach music star, Clifford Curry.

In a vivid description, Beacham reconstructs the violent armed assault in 1950 by the Ku Klux Klan in an
attempt to shut down “Charlie’s Place,” an influential Myrtle Beach night club where white and black
dancers shared the dance floor and helped create what is now called the shag. The violence sprang from the
aftermath of one of the state’s most openly racist political campaigns, the 1950 U.S. Senate election between
Strom Thurmond and Olin D. Johnston.

“Young black and white South Carolinians—in a time of segregation—put their lives on the line to defy the
state’s white establishment and create a genuine musical legacy,” said Beacham. “An irony is that South
Carolina’s government officials made the shag and beach music the official dance and music of the state
without even understanding or noting it’s remarkable historical significance.”

Over the years, Beacham said, the state’s music and dance has almost completely been co-opted by Southern
whites, leaving a new generation of blacks unaware of the cultural phenomenon they helped create. “It is sad
that many young blacks in South Carolina have rejected beach music and the shag because they think the
music has white-only roots. Years of racism and a lack of education have helped erase one of South
Carolina’s most notable creative accomplishments,” Beacham said.

About the author

Frank Beacham is a New York City-based writer and media producer. He is the author of multiple books and
has produced television programs seen on several networks. He was executive producer of the feature film,
Cradle Will Rock, and produced Theatre of the Imagination: The Radio Stories of Orson Welles.
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From reader reviews:

Erma Carver:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is high. For you who
want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Charlie's Place book as basic and daily reading
book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Chad Jones:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Charlie's Place, you may enjoy both.
It is very good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its
mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Linda Hill:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that
need more time to be examine. Charlie's Place can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you who
have those short extra time problems.

Eunice Holt:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book Charlie's Place was colorful and of course has pictures on
the website. As we know that book Charlie's Place has many kinds or type. Start from kids until young
adults. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try
to choose the best book for you and try to like reading this.
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