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Best known for the challenging four-opera cycle The Ring of the Nibelung, Richard Wagner (1813–83) was a
conductor, librettist, theater director, and essayist, in addition to being the composer of some of the most
enduring operatic works in history, such as The Flying Dutchman, Tannhäuser, and Tristan and Isolde.
Though his influence on the development of European music is indisputable, Wagner was also quite
outspoken on the politics and culture of his time. His ideas traveled beyond musical circles into philosophy,
literature, theater staging, and the visual arts. To befit such a dynamic figure, acclaimed biographer Martin
Geck offers here a Wagner biography unlike any other, one that strikes a unique balance between the
technical musical aspects of Wagner’s compositions and his overarching understanding of aesthetics.

Wagner has always inspired passionate admirers as well as numerous detractors, with the result that he has
achieved a mythical stature nearly equal to that of the Valkyries and Viking heroes he popularized. There are
few, if any, scholars today who know more about Wagner and his legacy than Geck, who builds upon his
extensive research and considerable knowledge as one of the editors of the Complete Works to offer a
distinctive appraisal of the composer and the operas. Using a wide range of sources, from contemporary
scholars to the composer’s own words, Geck explores key ideas in Wagner’s life and works, while always
keeping the music in the foreground. Geck discusses not only all the major operas, but also several
unfinished operas and even the composer’s early attempts at quasi-Shakespearean drama.

Richard Wagner: A Life in Music is a landmark study of one of music’s most important figures, offering
something new to opera enthusiasts, Wagnerians, and anti-Wagnerians alike.
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From reader reviews:

Charlie Bowers:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of
them is this Richard Wagner: A Life in Music.

Bruce Bracey:

The reserve with title Richard Wagner: A Life in Music includes a lot of information that you can study it.
You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This particular book exist new information the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world at this point. That is
important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era of
the syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

David Rutherford:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Richard Wagner: A Life in Music or
others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel desire to read
more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those guides are helping
them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Richard Wagner:
A Life in Music to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.

David Rivera:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Richard Wagner: A Life in Music to make your
own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is developing when you just like
reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about book and
looking at especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a book and study it. Beside that the
book Richard Wagner: A Life in Music can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and
confuse in what must you're doing of their time.
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