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Killing the Indian Maiden examines the fascinating and often disturbing portrayal of Native American
women in film. Through discussion of thirty-four Hollywood films from the silent period to the present, M.
Elise Marubbio examines the sacrificial role of what she terms the "Celluloid Maiden" -- a young Native
woman who allies herself with a white male hero and dies as a result of that choice. Marubbio intertwines
theories of colonization, gender, race, and film studies to ground her study in sociohistorical context all in an
attempt to define what it means to be an American. As Marubbio charts the consistent depiction of the
Celluloid Maiden, she uncovers two primary characterizations -- the Celluloid Princess and the Sexualized
Maiden. The archetype for the exotic Celluloid Princess appears in silent films such as Cecil B. DeMille's
The Squaw Man (1914) and is thoroughly established in American iconography in Delmer Daves's Broken
Arrow (1950). Her more erotic sister, the Sexualized Maiden, emerges as a femme fatale in such films as
DeMille's North West Mounted Police (1940), King Vidor's Duel in the Sun (1946), and Charles Warren's
Arrowhead (1953). The two characterizations eventually combine to form a hybrid Celluloid Maiden who
first appears in John Ford's The Searchers (1956) and reappears in the 1970s and the 1990s in such films as
Arthur Penn's Little Big Man (1970) and Michael Apted's Thunderheart (1992). Killing the Indian Maiden
reveals a cultural iconography about Native Americans and their role in the frontier embedded in the
American psyche. The Native American woman is a racialized and sexualized other -- a conquerable body
representing both the seductions and the dangers of the frontier. These films show her being colonized and
suffering at the hands of Manifest Destiny and American expansionism, but Marubbio argues that the Native
American woman also represents a threat to the idea of a white America. The complexity and longevity of
the Celluloid Maiden icon -- persisting into the twenty-first century -- symbolizes an identity crisis about the
composition of the American national body that has played over and over throughout different eras and
political climates. Ultimately, Marubbio establishes that the ongoing representation of the Celluloid Maiden
signals the continuing development and justification of American colonialism.
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From reader reviews:

Loretta Tellis:

The e-book with title Killing the Indian Maiden: Images of Native American Women in Film includes a lot
of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This particular book exist
new expertise the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world at this
point. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book will
bring you in new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can
read it anywhere you want.

Salvador Swain:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read any
book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day long to
reading a guide. The book Killing the Indian Maiden: Images of Native American Women in Film it is rather
good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this
book. Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore
very easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book has high quality.

Edward Lott:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Killing the Indian Maiden: Images of Native
American Women in Film, it is possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its
known as reading friends.

Colleen Williams:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified as of
book Killing the Indian Maiden: Images of Native American Women in Film. You can include your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make an individual
happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one spot to
other place.
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