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A vivid forecast of our planet in the year 2050 by a rising star in geoscience, distilling cutting-edge
research into four global forces: demographic trends, natural resource demand, climate change, and
globalization.

The world's population is exploding, wild species are vanishing, our environment is degrading, and the costs
of resources from oil to water are going nowhere but up. So what kind of world are we leaving for our
children and grandchildren? Geoscientist and Guggenheim fellow Laurence Smith draws on the latest global
modeling research to construct a sweeping thought experiment on what our world will be like in 2050. The
result is both good news and bad: Eight nations of the Arctic Rim (including the United States) will become
increasingly prosperous, powerful, and politically stable, while those closer to the equator will face water
shortages, aging populations, and crowded megacities sapped by the rising costs of energy and coastal
flooding.

The World in 2050 combines the lessons of geography and history with state-of-the-art model projections
and analytical data-everything from climate dynamics and resource stocks to age distributions and economic
growth projections. But Smith offers more than a compendium of statistics and studies- he spent fifteen
months traveling the Arctic Rim, collecting stories and insights that resonate throughout the book. It is an
approach much like Jared Diamond took in Guns, Germs, and Steel and Collapse, a work of geoscientific
investigation rich in the appreciation of human diversity.

Packed with stunning photographs, original maps, and informative tables, this is the most authoritative,
balanced, and compelling account available of the world of challenges and opportunities that we will leave
for our children.
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From reader reviews:

Amy Medina:

The book The World in 2050: Four Forces Shaping Civilization's Northern Future can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best
thing like a book The World in 2050: Four Forces Shaping Civilization's Northern Future? Wide variety you
have a different opinion about publication. But one aim this book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely
right. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for
each other; you could share all of these. Book The World in 2050: Four Forces Shaping Civilization's
Northern Future has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem
the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Cecil Hardin:

The book The World in 2050: Four Forces Shaping Civilization's Northern Future will bring that you the
new experience of reading a book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to
find new book to study, this book very suitable to you. The book The World in 2050: Four Forces Shaping
Civilization's Northern Future is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the
official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Michael Lockwood:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the book untitled The World in 2050: Four Forces Shaping Civilization's Northern Future can
be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Robert Howard:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that query
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know
that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by book.
Different categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is The World in 2050: Four
Forces Shaping Civilization's Northern Future.
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