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Here is an animated and wonderfully engaging work of cultural history that lays out America’s unruly
past by describing the ways in which cutting loose has always been, and still is, an essential part of
what it means to be an American.
 
From the time the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth Rock, Americans have defied their stodgy rules and
hierarchies with pranks, dances, stunts, and wild parties, shaping the national character in profound and
lasting ways. In the nation’s earlier eras, revelers flouted Puritans, Patriots pranked Redcoats, slaves
lampooned masters, and forty-niners bucked the saddles of an increasingly uptight middle class. In the
twentieth century, fun-loving Americans celebrated this heritage and pushed it even further: flappers
“barney-mugged” in “petting pantries,” Yippies showered the New York Stock Exchange with dollar bills,
and B-boys invented hip-hop in a war zone in the Bronx.
 
This is the surprising and revelatory history that John Beckman recounts in American Fun. Tying together
captivating stories of Americans’ “pursuit of happiness”—and distinguishing between real, risky fun and the
bland amusements that paved the way for Hollywood, Disneyland, and Xbox—Beckman redefines American
culture with a delightful and provocative thesis.
 
(With black-and-white illustrations throughout.)

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Pippin:

The book untitled American Fun: Four Centuries of Joyous Revolt contain a lot of information on that. The
writer explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very clear and understandable all the
people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by famous author. The
author provides you in the new age of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read on
your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice learn.

Kathryn Robinson:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like American Fun: Four
Centuries of Joyous Revolt which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Fred Garza:

This American Fun: Four Centuries of Joyous Revolt is brand-new way for you who has fascination to look
for some information mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge
more you know or you who still having small amount of digest in reading this American Fun: Four Centuries
of Joyous Revolt can be the light food for you because the information inside this book is easy to get by
simply anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-
book application form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is
the answer. So there is not any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book variety for your better life
and knowledge.

Joseph Mattie:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book American Fun: Four Centuries of Joyous Revolt was
multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book American Fun: Four Centuries of
Joyous Revolt has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective
Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you
bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like
reading that will.
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