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A riveting account of the watershed moment in America’s dealings with China that forever altered the course
of East-West relations

As 1945 opened, America was on surprisingly congenial terms with China’s Communist rebels—their
soldiers treated their American counterparts as heroes, rescuing airmen shot down over enemy territory.
Chinese leaders talked of a future in which American money and technology would help lift China out of
poverty. Mao Zedong himself held friendly meetings with U.S. emissaries, vowing to them his intention of
establishing an American-style democracy in China.

By year’s end, however, cordiality had been replaced by chilly hostility and distrust. Chinese Communist
soldiers were setting ambushes for American marines in north China; Communist newspapers were
portraying the United States as an implacable imperialist enemy; civil war in China was erupting. The pattern
was set for a quarter century of almost total Sino-American mistrust, with the devastating wars in Korea and
Vietnam among the consequences.

Richard Bernstein here tells the incredible story of that year’s sea change, brilliantly analyzing its many
components, from ferocious infighting among U.S. diplomats, military leaders, and opinion makers to the
complex relations between Mao and his patron, Stalin.

On the American side, we meet experienced “China hands” John Paton Davies and John Stewart Service,
whose efforts at negotiation made them prey to accusations of Communist sympathy; FDR’s special
ambassador Patrick J. Hurley, a decorated general and self-proclaimed cowboy; and Time journalist, Henry
Luce, whose editorials helped turn the tide of American public opinion. On the Chinese side, Bernstein
reveals the ascendant Mao and his intractable counterpart, Nationalist leader Chiang Kai-shek; and the
indispensable Zhou Enlai.
           
A tour de force of narrative history, China 1945 examines the first episode in which American power and
good intentions came face-to-face with a powerful Asian revolutionary movement, and challenges familiar
assumptions about the origins of modern Sino-American relations. 
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From reader reviews:

Ian Ashlock:

The book China 1945: Mao's Revolution and America's Fateful Choice can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book China 1945:
Mao's Revolution and America's Fateful Choice? Some of you have a different opinion about publication.
But one aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer
together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is
possible to share all of these. Book China 1945: Mao's Revolution and America's Fateful Choice has simple
shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by
wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Lawrence Gregory:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader
with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they
write about the ability about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always
try to improve their talent in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book.
One of them is this China 1945: Mao's Revolution and America's Fateful Choice.

Ladonna Warren:

The actual book China 1945: Mao's Revolution and America's Fateful Choice has a lot associated with on it.
So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous
author. This articles author makes some research just before write this book. This specific book very easy to
read you can obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

Delores Saenz:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer can be China 1945: Mao's Revolution and America's Fateful Choice why because
the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The
inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
direct you to pick up this book.
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