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Deftly melding ethnography, cultural history, literary criticism, and autobiographical reflection, A Feeling
for Books is at once an engaging study of the Book-of-the-Month Club's influential role as a cultural
institution and a profoundly personal meditation about the experience of reading. Janice Radway traces the
history of the famous mail-order book club from its controversial founding in 1926 through its evolution into
an enterprise uniquely successful in blending commerce and culture. Framing her historical narrative with
writing of a more personal sort, Radway reflects on the contemporary role of the Book-of-the-Month Club in
American cultural history and in her own life. Her detailed account of the standards and practices employed
by the club's in-house editors is also an absorbing story of her interactions with those editors. Examining her
experiences as a fourteen-year-old reader of the club's selections and, later, as a professor of literature, she
offers a series of rigorously analytical yet deeply personal readings of such beloved novels as Marjorie
Morningstar and To Kill a Mockingbird. Rich and rewarding, this book will captivate and delight anyone
who is interested in the history of books and in the personal and transformative experience of reading.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Bryan:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled A Feeling for Books: The Book-of-the-Month Club, Literary Taste,
and Middle-Class Desire. Try to face the book A Feeling for Books: The Book-of-the-Month Club, Literary
Taste, and Middle-Class Desire as your good friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you really
feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you.
The book makes you more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let me make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.

Christopher Riley:

The book A Feeling for Books: The Book-of-the-Month Club, Literary Taste, and Middle-Class Desire will
bring that you the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very
unique. In the event you try to find new book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book A Feeling for
Books: The Book-of-the-Month Club, Literary Taste, and Middle-Class Desire is much recommended to you
to see. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Samantha Peay:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a book
you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and
also soon. The A Feeling for Books: The Book-of-the-Month Club, Literary Taste, and Middle-Class Desire
will give you new experience in looking at a book.

Richard Graham:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the books in the
top checklist in your reading list is actually A Feeling for Books: The Book-of-the-Month Club, Literary
Taste, and Middle-Class Desire. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer
in growing to be precious person. By looking up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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