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The enigmatic, polyglot Hypnerotomachia Poliphili -- the inspiration for the bestselling novel The Rule of
Four -- has fascinated architects and historians since its publication in 1499. Part fictional narrative and part
scholarly treatise, richly illustrated with wood engravings, the book is an extreme case of erotic furor, aimed
at everything -- especially architecture -- that the protagonist, Poliphilo, encounters in his quest for his
beloved, Polia. Among the instances of the book's manifesto-like character is Polia's tirade defending the
right of women to express their own sexuality, probably the first sustained argument of this type, which lifts
the book's erotic theme from the realm of ribaldry to the more daring one of sexual politics. Liane Lefaivre
offers the closest critical-theoretical reading of Hypnerotomachia Poliphili to date, placing it within both the
historical context of the quattrocento and the rethinking of the metaphor of the architectural body.Lefaivre is
the first to attribute this strange, dreamlike book definitively to none other than the arch-rationalist Leon
Battista Alberti. Intended as his final text, she argues, the book is the legacy of a humanist passionate about
his life's work, a treatise on the role of dreamwork in design by one of the most creative minds of the
Renaissance, and a manifesto in defense of humanism by a man who had been dismissed by an anti-humanist
pope after a thirty-year career in the papal service.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Marr:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed Leon
Battista Alberti's Hypnerotomachia Poliphili: Re-Cognizing the Architectural Body in the Early Italian
Renaissance? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time along
with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other
opinion?

Terry Matlock:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of several
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other
individuals. When you read this Leon Battista Alberti's Hypnerotomachia Poliphili: Re-Cognizing the
Architectural Body in the Early Italian Renaissance, you could tells your family, friends and also soon about
yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Donald Bonilla:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than
can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more time to be
study. Leon Battista Alberti's Hypnerotomachia Poliphili: Re-Cognizing the Architectural Body in the Early
Italian Renaissance can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those short time
problems.

Edward Bastian:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to
do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in
the top checklist in your reading list is definitely Leon Battista Alberti's Hypnerotomachia Poliphili: Re-
Cognizing the Architectural Body in the Early Italian Renaissance. This book that is certainly qualified as
The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking way up and review
this e-book you can get many advantages.
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