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Based on new translations of Pali texts and rare sources, Lives of Early Buddhist Nuns analyzes the portrayal
of women in the Pali canon and commentaries. Focusing on the differences between canonical and
commentarial literature, the author goes beyond the practice of using the commentaries to merely enhance
the understanding of the Pali canon; she emphasizes the differing social and historical milieus out of which
these genres of literature were born. Assessing each genre on its own terms, the work demonstrates that the
Pali canon, contrary to how it has been presented previously, is more favorable to women.

The first part of the volume contains biographies of the six best-known Buddhist nuns who were considered
to have been direct disciples of the Buddha. These biographies throw light on gender relations as they
evolved in the early centuries of Buddhism in India. The life stories also serve as the foundation for
discussion of Buddhist women in the second part. From notions of beauty and adornment to family, class,
and marriage, various themes in the biographies are explored in this work, and through this exploration the
changing form of Buddhism in early India is captured.
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From reader reviews:

James Anderson:

The book Lives of Early Buddhist Nuns: Biographies as History make one feel enjoy for your spare time.
You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you
getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Lives of
Early Buddhist Nuns: Biographies as History to get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add
your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You could know everything if you
like open up and read a book Lives of Early Buddhist Nuns: Biographies as History. Kinds of book are a lot
of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this book?

Alvaro Holloway:

The guide untitled Lives of Early Buddhist Nuns: Biographies as History is the guide that recommended to
you to learn. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you actually. The language
that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot
of investigation when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Lives of Early Buddhist Nuns: Biographies as History
from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Rebecca Kendrick:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is known as
of book Lives of Early Buddhist Nuns: Biographies as History. Contain your knowledge by it. Without
leaving the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most significant
that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one spot to other place.

Ann Cason:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. On this modern
era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social including
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just searching
for the Lives of Early Buddhist Nuns: Biographies as History when you needed it?
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