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After overthrowing the Mongol Yuan dynasty, Zhu Yuanzhang, the founder of the Ming dynasty (1368-
1644), proclaimed that he had obtained the Mandate of Heaven (Tianming), enabling establishment of a
spiritual orientation and social agenda for China. Zhu, emperor during the Ming's Hongwu reign period,
launched a series of social programs to rebuild the empire and define Chinese cultural identity. To promote
its reform programs, the Ming imperial court issued a series of legal documents, culminating in The Great
Ming Code (Da Ming lü), which supported China's legal system until the Ming was overthrown and also
served as the basis of the legal code of the following dynasty, the Qing (1644-1911).

This companion volume to Jiang Yonglin's translation of The Great Ming Code (2005) analyzes the thought
underlying the imperial legal code. Was the concept of the Mandate of Heaven merely a tool manipulated by
the ruling elite to justify state power, or was it essential to their belief system and to the intellectual
foundation of legal culture? What role did law play in the imperial effort to carry out the social reform
programs?

Jiang addresses these questions by examining the transformative role of the Code in educating the people
about the Mandate of Heaven. The Code served as a cosmic instrument and moral textbook to ensure "all
under Heaven" were aligned with the cosmic order. By promoting, regulating, and prohibiting categories of
ritual behavior, the intent of the Code was to provide spiritual guidance to Chinese subjects, as well as to
acquire political legitimacy. The Code also obligated officials to obey the supreme authority of the emperor,
to observe filial behavior toward parents, to care for the welfare of the masses, and to maintain harmonious
relationships with deities. This set of regulations made officials the representatives of the Son of Heaven in
mediating between the spiritual and mundane worlds and in governing the human realm.

This study challenges the conventional assumption that law in premodern China was used merely as an arm
of the state to maintain social control and as a secular tool to exercise naked power. Based on a holistic
approach, Jiang argues that the Ming ruling elite envisioned the cosmos as an integrated unit; they saw law,
religion, and political power as intertwined, remarkably different from the "modern" compartmentalized
worldview. In serving as a cosmic instrument to manifest the Mandate of Heaven, The Great Ming Code
represented a powerful religious effort to educate the masses and transform society.

Jiang Yonglin is visiting associate professor of East Asian studies at Bryn Mawr College. He is the
translator of The Great Ming Code (Da Ming lü).

"As translator of The Great Ming Code, the author is uniquely qualified to undertake this reassessment of
Chinese law. Using Western misconceptions of Chinese law as his springboard, Jiang offers a fresh look at
the Ming code and Chinese legal philosophy that emphasizes cosmology. This book is one of the best
contemporary works on Chinese legal history." -Thomas Buoye, University of Tulsa
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From reader reviews:

Cornelius Callaghan:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write
about the data about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is
this Mandate of Heaven and the Great Ming Code (Asian Law).

Geneva Ricks:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read
you can spent the whole day to reading a reserve. The book Mandate of Heaven and the Great Ming Code
(Asian Law) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These were
enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual
e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive
but this book provides high quality.

Loretta Pena:

Precisely why? Because this Mandate of Heaven and the Great Ming Code (Asian Law) is an unordinary
book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret
that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing way
makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning entirely.
So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This book
will give you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your
critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the
reserve store hurriedly.

Joyce Jiminez:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to
around the world. Through the book Mandate of Heaven and the Great Ming Code (Asian Law) we can get



more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become creative person must prefer to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by
this book Mandate of Heaven and the Great Ming Code (Asian Law). You can more desirable than now.
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