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Since the very birth of democracy in ancient Greece, the simple act of voting has given rise to mathematical
paradoxes that have puzzled some of the greatest philosophers, statesmen, and mathematicians. Numbers
Rule traces the epic quest by these thinkers to create a more perfect democracy and adapt to the ever-
changing demands that each new generation places on our democratic institutions.

In asweeping narrative that combines history, biography, and mathematics, George Szpiro details the
fascinating lives and big ideas of great minds such as Plato, Pliny the Y ounger, Ramon LIull, Pierre Simon
Laplace, Thomas Jefferson, Alexander Hamilton, John von Neumann, and Kenneth Arrow, among many
others. Each chapter in this riveting book tells the story of one or more of these visionaries and the problem
they sought to overcome, like the Marquis de Condorcet, the eighteenth-century French nobleman who
demonstrated that a majority vote in an election might not necessarily result in a clear winner. Szpiro takes
readers from ancient Greece and Rome to medieval Europe, from the founding of the American republic and
the French Revolution to today's high-stakes el ective politics. He explains how mathematical paradoxes and
enigmas can crop up in virtually any voting arena, from electing a class president, a pope, or prime minister
to the apportionment of seats in Congress.

Numbers Rule describes the trials and triumphs of the thinkers down through the ages who have dared the
odds in pursuit of ajust and equitable democracy.
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From reader reviews:
Shelly Rodriguez:

The book Numbers Rule: The Vexing Mathematics of Democracy, from Plato to the Present can give more
knowledge and a so the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave
the good thing like a book Numbers Rule: The Vexing Mathematics of Democracy, from Plato to the
Present? Wide variety you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can give
many factsfor us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data
that you take for that, you can give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Numbers Rule:
The Vexing Mathematics of Democracy, from Plato to the Present has simple shape however, you know: it
has great and massive function for you. Y ou can seem the enormous world by start and read areserve. So it
is very wonderful.

Lisa Knight:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded
place and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the
item for awhileisreading. Yes, by reading areserve your ability to survive improve then having chanceto
remain than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific
Numbers Rule: The Vexing Mathematics of Democracy, from Plato to the Present book as beginning and
daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Brian Register:

The fedling that you get from Numbers Rule: The Vexing Mathematics of Democracy, from Plato to the
Present is the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Numbers Rule: The Vexing Mathematics
of Demacracy, from Plato to the Present giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their
point in a number of way that can be understood by anyone who read the item because the author of this
book is well-known enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That makesiit
easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise
you for having this kind of Numbers Rule: The Vexing Mathematics of Democracy, from Plato to the
Present instantly.

SallieFarris:

This Numbers Rule: The Vexing Mathematics of Democracy, from Plato to the Present is new way for you
who has intense curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you on
it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little digest in reading this Numbers
Rule: The Vexing Mathematics of Democracy, from Plato to the Present can be the light food for you



because the information inside this book is easy to get by anyone. These books build itself in the form which
can be reachable by anyone, yep | mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in book form
make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So thereis not any in reading a book especially
thisone. Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So, don't missit! Just read thise-
book style for your better life aswell as knowledge.
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