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In the heroic days of rail travel, you could dine on kippers and champagne aboard the Brighton Belle; smoke
a post-prandial cigar as the Golden Arrow closed in on Paris, or be shaved by the Flying Scotsman's on-
board barber. Everyone from schoolboys to socialites knew of these glamorous 'named trains' and aspired to
ride aboard them.

In Belles and Whistles, Andrew Martin recreates these famous train journeys by travelling aboard their
nearest modern day equivalents. Sometimes their names have survived, even if only as a footnote on a
timetable leaflet, but what has usually - if not always - disappeared is the extravagance and luxury. As
Martin explains how we got from there to here, evocations of the Golden Age contrast with the starker
modern reality: from monogrammed cutlery to stirring sticks, from silence on trains to tannoy
announcements, from compartments to airline seating. For those who wonder whatever happened to porters,
dining cars, mellow lighting, timetables, luggage in advance, trunk murders, the answers are all here.

Martin's five journeys add up to an idiosyncratic history of Britain's railways, combining humour, historical
anecdote and reportage from the present and romantic evocations of the past.
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From reader reviews:

Jimmy Torres:

This book untitled Belles and Whistles: Journeys Through Time on Britain's Trains to be one of several
books in which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on
it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher
with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in
your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you to past this reserve from your list.

Elvira Eberhardt:

The reserve with title Belles and Whistles: Journeys Through Time on Britain's Trains includes a lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This kind of book
exist new knowledge the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this
point. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you
with new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read
the item anywhere you want.

Bertha Buentello:

This Belles and Whistles: Journeys Through Time on Britain's Trains is great e-book for you because the
content that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and have to make decision every
minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences
inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you
straight forward sentences but hard core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Belles and
Whistles: Journeys Through Time on Britain's Trains in your hand like getting the world in your arm, info in
it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen moment
right but this e-book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still
doubt which?

Alice Walker:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Belles and Whistles:
Journeys Through Time on Britain's Trains which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's notice.
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