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Why do female animals select certain mates, and how do scientists determine the answer? In considering
these questions, Erika Lorraine Milam explores the fascinating patterns of experiment and interpretation that
emerged as twentieth-century researchers studied sexual selection and female choice.

Approaching the topic from both biological and animal-studies perspectives, Milam not only presents a
broad history of sexual selection -- from Darwin to sociobiology -- but also analyzes the animal-human
continuum from the perspectives of sex, evolution, and behavior. She asks how social and cultural
assumptions influence human-animal research and wonders about the implications of gender on scientific
outcomes.

Although female choice appears to be a straightforward theoretical concept, the study of sexual selection has
been anything but simple. Scientists in the early twentieth century investigated female choice in animals but
did so with human social and sexual behavior as their ultimate objective. By the 1940s, evolutionary
biologists and population geneticists shifted their focus, studying instead how evolution affected natural
animal populations. Two decades later, organismal biologists once again redefined the investigation of
sexual selection as sociobiology came to dominate the discipline.

Outlining the ever-changing history of this field of study, Milam uncovers lost mid-century research
programs and finds that the discipline did not languish in the decades between Darwin's theory of sexual
selection and sociobiology, as observers commonly believed. Rather, population geneticists, ethologists, and
organismal biologists alike continued to investigate this important theory throughout the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Kenny Grant:

This Looking for a Few Good Males: Female Choice in Evolutionary Biology (Animals, History, Culture)
are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Looking for a
Few Good Males: Female Choice in Evolutionary Biology (Animals, History, Culture) can be among the
great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a person
with information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it
just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this
Looking for a Few Good Males: Female Choice in Evolutionary Biology (Animals, History, Culture) giving
you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we all
know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Marisa Carney:

This book untitled Looking for a Few Good Males: Female Choice in Evolutionary Biology (Animals,
History, Culture) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this
publication you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer
or you can order it by using online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to
read this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your account
to past this reserve from your list.

Richard Bennett:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there
are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their skill in writing,
they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this Looking for a Few
Good Males: Female Choice in Evolutionary Biology (Animals, History, Culture).

Mark Smith:

You could spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Looking for a Few Good Males:
Female Choice in Evolutionary Biology (Animals, History, Culture) is simple to bring you can read it in the
park your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not include much space to bring the actual printed
book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in
your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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